
 Cuyahoga Falls Soccer Club Request Policy 

 Most Parks and Recrea�on departments do not allow requests. Historically in CFSC, we have allowed some 
 player requests and coach requests. We have determined that allowing players to request a specific coach was 
 causing significant difficul�es in our program when crea�ng balanced and equally compe��ve teams. Please 
 review the following comments and our explana�ons 

 That team was stacked. 
 Despite our best efforts to make teams even, when we allow teams to stay together or allow players to request 
 coaches, some coaches do end up with “stacked” teams. It happens. If we allow a team of friends from the 
 neighborhood or friends from school, how do we then not allow a coach to put together a team of “friends 
 that all want to play together” on a team that the coach recruited? Or even a team that the kids themselves 
 recruited? We can’t. 

 Kids just want to play with their friends. 
 Yes they do, and for the most part, they will; we’re all Black Tigers. However, kids who are friends tend to be at 
 the same skill level as each other. They are on the same football team together and the same basketball team 
 together, etc. They are all good athletes. Put them all on the same rec team and now you have a “stacked” 
 team. Conversely, put a group of friends who are not that talented and you get a below-average skilled team. 
 Also, friends tend to be the same age or grade. Our league covers mul�ple ages. Can we have a group of all 
 5-year-old friends playing against a team of all 7-year-old friends? The younger kids would get destroyed. 

 We would rather play together and lose than be on different teams. 
 Maybe so, but it’s no fun ge�ng beaten every game AND it’s no fun bea�ng up on a mismatched team. All 
 teams should be as even as possible. Our responsibility is to try and make it fun for everyone, not just one 
 group. 

 We loved our coach from last year! Why can’t we request he be our coach again? 
 Even though every coach is following the same curriculum & lesson plans, every season we have some 
 outstanding coaches. Everyone loves them and wants to con�nue playing for him or her year a�er year. Teams 
 that want to stay together usually stay together because they have a really good coach. And because they have 
 a really good coach, they DO tend to get be�er than other teams. Through no fault of the coach, they become 
 a be�er team than all the other teams. And everyone else complains. In addi�on, word gets around that so 
 and so is a great coach. Parents call each other asking who they should request as a coach and suddenly some 
 coaches have 30 to 40 kids reques�ng to be on their team. It does happen and this is what originally prompted 
 us to stop allowing coach requests. When a player gets a coach they like when 5 years old, and that coach 
 con�nues to coach, everyone on his or her team wants to stay with them. Year a�er year. Why should one 
 player have the advantage of staying with last year’s great coach when another player who maybe didn’t care 
 for their coach last year not be able to play with that great coach? Then we get complaints that if a child didn’t 
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 get on the right team when he was 5, he will never get a good coach and always end up on a losing team. 
 Occasionally the opposite of the stacked team is true. Some people whose children are not that skilled, like a 
 par�cular coach because that coach is understanding and pa�ent. Over �me word gets around and all the 
 players that are not skilled want that coach. Then the coach and the coach’s child are burdened year a�er year 
 with a below-average team, while other teams are “stacked” 

 But the kids that want to play together are all average talent. We’re not stacked. 
 Ok, maybe. But what happens then when your team does, by coincidence, luck, great coaching whatever, end 
 up winning all or most of your games? The rest of the parents will begin to complain that we allowed such and 
 such a coach to put together a team and they beat everyone. That’s not fair. Then that opens the door to 
 another coach coming along and trying to put his or her team together because so and so did it last year. “You 
 should have a dra� system.” In rec alone, we have 3 different leagues, with over 400 players and around 40 
 teams. The simple logis�cs of a dra� would make it impossible. Ge�ng all of the coaches together at one �me 
 for a par�cular league would never happen. Then, if we did have a dra�, the coaches would pick the kids they 
 want and it would be the same as coaches pu�ng their teams together, except if your child is talented, you 
 probably wouldn’t get the coach you want. If your preferred coach doesn’t dra� your child, then there are hurt 
 feelings. And, if you are familiar with any leagues that do have a true dra�, you will know that it is more like 
 coaches picking their fantasy football teams than it is crea�ng a recrea�onal league. 

 Soccer should be fun. If we don’t get on this coach's team, the season will be ruined! 
 First of all, although some do, most community programs do not allow coach requests. The majority do not 
 allow ANY requests, and their kids have fun anyway. In perspec�ve, this is an ac�vity that usually takes place 
 for about two hours per week. In contrast, your child is in school for 9 months, 5 days a week, 6- 7 hours a day. 
 Schools have good teachers and not as good teachers. But schools do not allow you to pick your teacher. And, 
 you can’t request your friends be in the same class. Our goal is to make sure everyone in our programs has fun. 
 We completely understand wan�ng to be on the same team as a friend or sharing rides to prac�ce. In many 
 cases, we will be able to accommodate friend requests. But for the benefit of the en�re program, we cannot 
 accommodate a large group of kids who all want to play together for the same coach year a�er year. Many 
 players do not make any requests for coaches or friends, and they s�ll have fun playing soccer. 

 Summary: 
 Ask yourself this ques�on: If your preferred coach moved away or decided not to coach, would your child not 
 play? He or she probably would and would most likely s�ll have fun. He or she will s�ll have friends on the 
 team and will probably make new friends. We hope this helps to answer any ques�ons you may have about 
 this policy. Our goal is to see that everyone has a fun �me playing soccer together this summer. Some�mes 
 that means making some changes that some people won’t like, but it is for the be�erment of the overall 
 program and the over 700+ kids that par�cipate each year. 
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